
 

 

 

 

 

 
Liwa International School for Girls 

Parent Handbook 
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Vision Statement 

 
Provide Abu Dhabi’s leading education for girls in an environment enriched with outstanding 

practice and national values. 

“International standards, Inspired by National values.” 

 
Mission Statement 

 
We provide a personalized learning environment with a balance of high standards, challenge, 

expectations, guidance and support for all our female learners. 



 

 

About the School 

LISG is an American curriculum school following the California State standards. For Arabic, 
Islamic Studies and Arabic Social Studies we follow the curriculum specified by the Ministry of 
Education. English Social studies topics are modified to be culturally appropriate and relevant for 
our students. LISG is the second school to be established in the Liwa family of schools that are 
based in the Al Ain region of Abu Dhabi. The first school, Liwa International School, is an 
established all-through international school with a strong reputation across the emirate of Abu 
Dhabi for academic success, high standards of professionalism, teacher commitment and as a 
result has an over-subscribed student population. 

 

 

Absences 
Teaching days at LISG are full and intensive. It is therefore important for attendance to be as 
close to 100% as possible. We would ask for your support in trying to achieve this. Should your 
daughter be unable to attend classes, please let the school know through the homeroom teacher 
or call the school to inform us. If your child is ill, then it is obviously appropriate for you to keep 
them home. A child with a high temperature, diarrhea or sickness should not be at school. If 
there is another reason why your daughter needs to be absent from school, please submit your 
request in writing stating the reason for the absence along with dates, with as much notice as 
possible, to the Homeroom teacher. When your child has been noted as being absent you will 
be automatically sent an email through the ADEK eSIS system. 

 
As the curriculum is taught from the very beginning until the end of each term we have a duty 
to the child to inform you that taking extended holidays within the academic year is likely have 
a negative impact upon the progress made. All leave should be applied for in writing to the 
Principal. 

 

 
Academic Matters 

If you have any questions about your child's academic progress, we would ask you to speak to 
the class teacher in the first instance. If you have unresolved issues, you may be referred to a 
member of the school’s Middle or Senior Leadership Team (members of concerns and 
complaints committee) depending upon the nature of your concern. Please also refer to our 
concerns and complaints policy on the school’s website. 



 

 

 
Assemblies 

 
Daily assemblies are held in the mornings for Grade 1-12 after the bell rings. The students gather 
in the courtyard for UAE national anthem, recitation of the Qur’an and to do reminders/notices. 
Weekly assemblies are held in two locations, by grade level, If we have a special occasion (eg. 
National Day) in the school we may ask parents to attend and watch their children performing. 
You may also be asked to provide clothes or props for the assembly. 

Food : 
 

Please do not send in fast food such as pizzas and burgers for parties. Although a generous 
gesture, many parents do not wish their children to eat such items and this also puts children 
with allergies at risk it is also time consuming and takes away from their lesson time. 

Birthday Celebrations : 

 
While we value the joy and significance of birthdays in students’ lives, we kindly inform parents 
that birthday celebrations are not permitted inside the school building. This helps us 
maintain a calm, structured learning environment for all students 

Buses 

Emirates Transportation is the provider we use for children in need of school buses. The areas 
of Al Ain we are able to collect students are the following, anywhere not listed is not on our 
current route: 

This list is regularly updated in accordance with the latest requirements 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
There is a female attendant on each of the buses to maintain safety standards with our students’ 
behavior and communicate with the school and parents when needed. 



 

 

Car Park safety 

All parents and drivers using the school car park are requested to drive with care and caution, 
the safety of our students is of paramount importance. Please encourage courtesy and advise 
your hired drivers to do the same. Please park in allocated parking spaces, drive slowly and be 
watchful of children at all times, but particularly when reversing. 

Children are not allowed to be dismissed from classes unless it is to a responsible adult that is 
known to the teachers or admin team. Children cannot leave the premises or go to the carpark 
alone to meet their parents, an adult is required to come into the school to collect them. 

Any violators of traffic rules in our school vicinity will be reported to the authorities to ensure 
our students’ safety. 

 
 

 

School Entry 

For school entry, all parents are required to present their Emirates ID to the security personnel 
at the reception. This is part of our commitment to maintaining a safe and secure environment 
for all students and staff 

 
Communication 

We work hard to ensure that communication is good, honest, open and based on mutual 
respect and understanding. The teachers all have accounts on our favorite communication tool 
– Class Dojo. On this we put notices, homework, information, newsletters as well as pictures 
of everyday’s activities in the classroom. This helps us keep parents involved and well-informed 
about the learning that is taking place in our classes. Parents are also able to message teachers 
(homeroom & all subjects) to get quick and easy responses on their inquiries and concerns. 

 
School Calendar 

 
LISG ADEK Calendar 2025-2026 

 
 
 

Schedules: 
Students' schedules will be accessible via the Parent Portal and students will be given hard 
copies on the first day of school. New families will receive an email from our IT department 
with login information. 

https://cutt.ly/MrH1gfUB


 

 

Update on Electronic Device Requirements for Academic Year 2025–2026 
 

As part of our ongoing commitment to providing the best learning strategies for our students, 
we would like to inform you that the electronic device requirements for the upcoming 
academic year will be updated starting August 2025. All students from Grade 6 to Grade 12 will 
be required to bring their own personal electronic devices to school. Only Apple laptops and 
Windows laptops will be accepted; iPads will no longer be permitted starting from August 2025. 
Students from Pre-KG to Grade 5 will continue to be provided with devices by the school. For 
more details, including the Acceptable Use Policy for Electronic Devices and the full device 
specifications and requirements, please refer to the link below. 

Acceptable Use Policy for Electronic Devices 
 
 
 

Educational Materials 
The school provides educational materials, including: 

 

 MOE textbooks for KG (Ministry of Education subjects) 
 Ministry subject textbooks and digital books for Grades 1 to 12 

 
For Grades 1-12, materials will be distributed directly to students by the concerned teachers in 
the classroom. Please note that this fee does not include stationery. 

 
The educational material fee is to be paid alongside the Semester 1 tuition fee, and both 
payments must be completed before the start of the academic year in September and 
before the student begins attending classes. 

 
For more details, please refer to the school’s Fee Structure 

Stationary Lists: 
 

 

KG1 
KG2 
Grade 1 
Grade 2 
Grade 3 
Grade 4 

Grade 5 
Grade 6-12 

https://cutt.ly/SrWqbfFu
https://cutt.ly/8rH0Tgq9
https://cutt.ly/1rWF8gME
https://cutt.ly/UrWF8Clz
https://cutt.ly/XrWF4iaA
https://cutt.ly/erWF4RgI
https://cutt.ly/zrWF7pka
https://cutt.ly/wrWF7YIB
https://cutt.ly/6rWF5qjb
https://cutt.ly/KrWGqtJE


 

 

Backpacks and Materials: 

As per ADEK requirements, students must use backpacks (no roller backpacks) for ease of 
movement between classes. Please note that students only need to bring their device (laptop, 
iPad, or tablet), pens/pencils, and journals/copybooks, most of which will be kept at school. 

 
Please check the bag policy HERE to ensure your children are not carrying heavy bags 

Lockers and Storage: 
 

Lockers are available for Middle & High School Students and all KG and Elementary students 
have a cubby hole to place their belongings. 

 

School Policies: 
Policies are available on our new website: https://www.lisg.ae/aboutus/#policies_statutory 

 

Canteen Arrangements: 
The canteen will be running cash from the first week of school. 

 

 
Curriculum 

 

Liwa International School for Girls has as its principle aim: 
To provide equal access to high quality education for all girls and young women, enabling them 
to progress and achieve their potential. 
This aim is present in all of our policies and practices, including the delivery of the curriculum. 
At Liwa we provide a curriculum which is challenging, interesting, enjoyable and active, fostering 
a desire to learn and achieve. Our curriculum that is broad and balanced and appropriate to the 
pupils’ ages, abilities and aptitudes. It includes a comprehensive range of extra-curricular 
activities that are organized in order to enrich the children’s learning experience. In addition, 
we want children to grow into positive, responsible people who can work and co-operate with 
others. Our curriculum provides learning opportunities that promote this. We provide a strong 
focus on our national heritage and traditions as well as an education that is equal to the best 
internationally. Accordingly, Liwa International School for Girls provides an educational 
environment which is caring, friendly, well-structured, positive and academically challenging for 
each individual student and helps prepare them for the opportunities, responsibilities and 
experiences of adult life. 

 
All information regarding the teaching and curriculum can be found here on our website: 
https://www.lisg.ae/aboutus/#circ_content 

We also provide a variety of online platforms to help support student’s individual learning paths 
and targets. 

https://drive.google.com/file/d/1rE0w-tQfri9JmHYSUmXvdgCR_QIQPZ_Y/view?usp=sharing
http://www.lisg.ae/aboutus/#policies_statutory
http://www.lisg.ae/aboutus/#circ_content


 

 

Grading Guidelines 
 

The courses offered at LISG focus on student achievement, developed from a set of rigorous 
academic standards that are internationally recognized and include content, concepts, and skills 
that a student needs to master. At the highest academic level, the standards that will be used 
for our Advanced Placement (AP) courses will be set by the College Board. 

In LISG, we use a standards-based approach to assessment which allows us to accurately establish 
ability levels of students. By using standards, we can focus our assessments on measuring the 
degree of student learning. For this reason, it is important to state that the actual grades on our 
report cards are intended to show learning, not behaviors. However, students are assigned grades for 
their participation in class and their completion of classroom work at the expected level. 
Students will be penalized for when work is handed in late or their attendance and punctuality is 
poor, as it affects their overall ability to learn. However, these factors, while important, are not 
a measure of student learning. They will be reflected in the citizenship Grades from 1 onwards. 
Student learning must be measured in terms of what they can do in relation to academic 
standards. 

 

 
Reporting Student Progress 

We provide three reports a year; two interim reports that provide a snap-shot to parents on 
their child’s progress and attainment in each of the subjects and one end of year report to 
summarize the learning for the whole academic year. To provide students and families with a 
more accurate measurement of learning, we include in our report cards two areas for grading. 

1. Standards Based Achievement Grade: This is a score measuring a student’s learning and 
ability to meet the required academic standards. 

2. Learning Attitude Grade: This reflects the student’s attitude to learning and how they meet 
the expectations and requirements of our school. 

Each teacher uses a combination of aspects that include: 

 
The student competence skills: Independent learning, critical thinking, creativity, problem 
solving, digital competence, cultural awareness/citizenship, global and environmental awareness, 
collaboration/teamwork, communication, leadership/responsibility, self-confidence, 
entrepreneurship, initiative and self-direction. These are core skills that we integrate into the 
classrooms and ensure our students are prepared with appropriate 21st century skills. 

We then also look at attendance, punctuality, preparation for class, meeting deadlines in 
submitting work, accurately following instructions, making positive contributions to the lesson, 



 

 

seeking advice and feedback to overcome problems when necessary, and academic integrity in 
producing their own work. 

Research shows that these factors are vitally important for a student to become successful, and 
so by focusing on these behaviors and attitudes it is expected that students will become more 
effective learners. 

 
Extra-Curricular Activities 

In addition to the wide range of subjects listed above, there are extra-curricular activities 
offered during & after school every term. Details of these are sent via a letter at the beginning 
of each term. Ones that are led by specialist teachers, such as swimming, gymnastics, ballet & 
Taekwondo, we ask for a small fee to cover the costs of their services, these clubs are usually 
on Monday & Thursday. We divide up academic clubs and enrichment clubs to allow students 
to have academic support where needed but to also allow them the opportunity to experience 
an enrichment or creative club. Tuesday last period we offer Academic clubs such as Maths, 
Science, English related aspects as well as homework club for parents that are unable to support 
their child. On Wednesday after school we offer a wide range of creative and enrichment clubs 
to allow children the chance to explore hobbies, hone their talents or learn new hands-on 
skills. The homeroom and subject teachers offer a range of after school clubs for which 
sometimes a charge is made to cover resources needed. To ensure the children have an 
opportunity to experience a number of activities, those on offer may change each term. 

Parent Involvement: 
 

Partnership with parents is a vital part of our school growth and development. We value 
parents’ feedback and communication to ensure we meet the needs of our students. 
Research shows that children whose parents are actively involved in school and their school 
work are more likely to successful. 

 
There are many ways in which we involve parents: 

 

 Parents coffee morning: This allows you to come in and speak to the Senior 
Leadership

Team and share ideas and thoughts on school. 

 

 Parent workshop: We offer a continuous supply of parent workshops to help 
parents understand the curriculum, how to support learning at home, how to use 
technology, understanding assessment and many more. We are also always open to 
suggestions on additional ways we can support our parents.

 Parent suggestion box: We have a parent suggestion box in the reception, all 
parents are welcome to share thoughts and ideas with us and these are discussed in 
our SLT meetings.



 

 

 Parent surveys: Every term we send out parent surveys to find out more about our 
parents and how they feel about the quality of education we provide. We also 
welcome their ideas on how to improve.

 Parent-teacher meetings: These meetings usually happen following an assessment 
point and allow us to show you the progress and attainment of your child, hear your 
ideas and share targets we have for the term ahead.

 Parent council: This is a group of parents actively involved in helping and 
supporting the school. They plan events, share ideas and support the school with 
future planning.

 Parent governor: We have a parent governor on our board of governors that is 
the Voice of the parents in our termly governors’ meetings.

 
 

Green School 
 

In our endeavor to be a digital school, we also wish to support being more environmentally 
conscious. Therefore, throughout the year we talk about and embrace new initiatives and 
strategies for us to be a “green” school. This means reusing where possible, recycling things and 
reducing the waste we produce. We also limit the usage of paper throughout the school and 
ensure resources are available digitally for academics and parent communication. We have 
recycling bins in our school and an environmental group of students called the “Green Rangers” 
that help come up with initiatives to raise awareness of global concerns and how other students 
can help. 

 
One important way to help the environment is by remembering to pack a refillable water bottle 
every day, instead of purchasing new plastic bottles daily and contributing to unnecessary plastic 
waste. 

 
 

Health Care 
We have a school nurse that is on duty at all times during school hours that deals with injury, 
illness and general health care of students. The clinic is based in the main admin section of the 
school building. 

Parents will be notified immediately if there is any accidents occurs in school that can affect the 
health of the student. In case of emergencies and serious injuries, parents will be notified and 
the child will be taken to the hospital immediately. 

It is vital for all medical forms to be completed and returned with the child’s full medical details. 
Please ensure that your child’s medical details and parental contact details are kept up to date. 

If your child has medical issues that affect their educational or social experiences, please supply 
detailed reports from doctors to allow us to support your child appropriately. 



 

 

If medication needs to be administered, please do not send the medicine in a lunch box or in a 
bag. The medication needs to be brought into school with an adult who will explain clear 
instructions on dosage to the nurse and ensure the container is labelled with instructions as 
well. No other member of the school staff is authorized to administer medication except for 
the nurse. 

If medicine has been given to your child, you will receive a note to indicate the medication, time 
given and date. 

 

Healthy Eating  
The children across the school are entitled to 2 breaks a day. These breaks allow them time to 
play with their friends and also eat a snack or lunch. As a school, we strongly believe that 
healthy food supports learning by helping to keep the children’s energy levels up, keep blood 
sugar levels even and sustain them through the busy school day. We have a policy that 
unhealthy food is not to be brought to school, this is something you can explain to your child 
when packing their lunch box. Food such as chocolate, crisps, chips, fizzy drinks, cookies, 
sweets etc are all not permitted. Although we understand that treats may be given on special 
occasions on an average school day, healthy snacks should be packed for lunch. 

Water is an essential item to be packed every day in a refillable bottle. In the hot summer days 
in Al Ain, it is easy for children to be dehydrated and overheat. Please ensure your child brings 
a water bottle daily and we will encourage them to refill them at the water fountains around 
school. 

We have a canteen that sells food that is provided daily by approved catering services. They are 
approved by the Abu Dhabi Food and Health Authority and by ADEK. They display the 
nutritional content of the food to ensure it does not exceed required content levels of fat. 

Homework  
Homework is used as a means of consolidating what is learnt in school but also helps parents 
understand what the children have been learning. Assignments for homework should be a task 
that your child can do with minimal support and not be used to introduce new learning. It is 
also used to help build further independent learning skills to allow children the chance to 
develop those skills outside of the classroom in preparation for higher learning later on in their 
school career. 
Students in KG and Primary receive their homework on a Sunday and should submit all tasks 
completed by Thursday. In addition to assigned tasks children are expected to read for at least 
20 minutes a day to build fluency and understanding of Arabic and English vocabulary. The ‘RAZ 
Kids’ and ‘Achieve 3000’ program on the student’s laptops allows them to read a variety of 
fiction and non-fiction books in English that have been assigned by the teacher. Arabic books 
are also borrowed from the library. 

In middle and high school students should record their homework when assigned in their 
homework diary and also record the deadline for submitting the assignment. This allows them 



 

 

to really understand what they need to complete. Homework is allocated on a schedule to 
ensure a balance of homework assigned. 

Things you can do to encourage your child when doing homework: 
 Give your child confidence through lots of praise and encouragement
 Read to, and with your child as much as possible
 Encourage your child to observe and talk about what they see, feel, think etc
 Join a library outside in Al Ain and build a love for books and reading in English and 

Arabic
 Try to provide a reasonably quiet and suitable place where your child can work and 

show that you and all members of the family value and respect the homework activity
 Try to set time aside to support homework but also allow them some time to work 

alone

 Encourage your child to discuss homework with you and try to make the homework 
time enjoyable

 Help your child to see the importance of homework and teach them to become more 
independent and take more responsibility for themselves as they get older

 Remind your child to complete and hand in homework tasks on time

Jewelry  
Jewelry is not permitted in school as part of our uniform policy, except for studded earrings 
and/or a watch (no smart watch). Both of those items would still need to be removed for PE 
lessons to ensure they don’t catch on others or on clothing and cause serious injury. 

 

Lost Property  
Lost property can be found in large baskets in each of the corridors. Any items collected at the 
end of the day by our cleaning staff are placed in those baskets for students to look through the 
next day. If your child has lost or misplaced any item, please encourage them to check the “lost 
and found’ baskets to find it. 

To help prevent items of their uniform going missing, please ensure you have clearly labelled 
your child’s clothes with a permanent marker or tag, in particular their cardigans and jackets. 

Mobile Phones 
Mobile/Cell phones are not permitted in school at any time. For any emergencies and for 
contacting home, students are required to report the need to their homeroom teacher or our 
Social Worker, who will enable the student to contact home. 



 

 

Registration 

All students that wish to register at LISG are given an orientation to help new students and 
parents understand our school and how we work. This also allows parents to ask questions 
directly from senior leaders and find out further information. 

The students from early years’ middle school and high school come for an informal interview 
where we like to find out some information on previous schools and strengths and areas for 
development with each student. 

We are an inclusive school and support students with additional learning needs. If your child is 
likely to struggle to access the curriculum, we will put in place provisions to support the 
learning through intervention arranged by our EAL/SEN Coordinator. You will be contacted if 
your child is in need of additional support. We are currently only able to cater for students 
with mild to moderate learning needs. 

 

 
School Day  

 

Arrival: 
Students should be in school by 7:30 a.m. and students will be marked late at 7:45 a.m. 

Drop-Off Details: 
Please drop off your daughters by 7:30 a.m. at the designated gates. Gates will be open at 7:15 
a.m. 

We expect all our students to arrive on time. 

Grade Level Gates 

KG Gate 2 

1 - 3 Gate 4 

4 - 12 Gate 5 

Dismissal: 

KG students will be dismissed at 1:15 p.m. NOTE: KG Bus students will be dismissed at 1:00 
p.m. KG dismissal from Monday to Thursday is at 1:15 p.m. Friday at 11:40 AM 
Students in Grades 1 to 12 dismissal is at 2:25 p.m. starting Monday, August 25, 2025. 

 

 

Gates Area Color 

Gate 2 (KG gate) 

Main Gate Pink 

Gate 5 Yellow 



 

 

Please use your family's color-coded card with its unique number to pick up your daughters at 
their designated colored gate. The new family cards are now ready for collection; kindly visit 
the reception to pick yours up. 

Lesson Timings: 
 
 

 



 

 

 



 

 

 

In the morning students can enter the school and be supervised from as early as 7am. No 
student may enter the school prior to that due to the fact that there is no adult supervision. 
Please do not drop children earlier than 7am at the school gate, this is for health and safety 
reasons, as we cannot ensure their safety when staff do not provide supervision until 7am. 



Student Council 

 

 

We have a student council in our school. They are class senators that are responsible for being 
the ‘voice’ of their peers in the classroom. They are elected in by the children and are selected 
based on their ability to present good ideas and entice their classmates with their school 
development plans and leadership skills. 

The President, Vice President and Historian are selected by the Principal and the Senior 
Leadership Team. They have to be role models for behavior, uniform, school work, homework 
and in all aspects of school life. They lead the council and meetings and ensure that as a school 
our students feel a part of the growth and progress as well be role models for the school 
values. 

Uniforms: 
We ask that all students wear the school uniform from the first day of school. All students are 
expected to wear the correct uniform. The school uniform is included in LISG as standard and 
can be ordered from our supplier Uniform Mart. Location: Al Asharej Building Shop #3 Ground 
Floor Al Ain, U.A.E | Tel: +971 3 721 0688 

PE Uniform 
 

 White polo T shirt with school logo and house color (only available from Zaks). 

 Plain black tracksuit trousers with white stripe down the side. 

 Plain black blue tracksuit jacket with school logo. 

 Trainers for PE (no lights or bright colors). 

For more information about the school uniform and PE kit, please click on the following link: 

https://www.uniformmart.net/shop/liwag/en/ 

Please see uniform policy Here 
 

 
General instruction: The school does not allow extremes of hair fashions, no nail varnish or 
nail extensions and no make-up. 

https://www.uniformmart.net/shop/liwag/en/
https://drive.google.com/file/d/1ZHMYuvuQxJOIFkaX4crtl-s6nQ4CCuyV/view?usp=drive_link


Useful Contacts: 

 

 

 

NAME TITLE EMAIL 

Hanaa Al Saadi Principal  Hanaa.Alsaadi@lisg.ae 

Nasreen Ghassan Al Shawwa VP (Middle &High School)  

Toanga Ruth Mwenda VP (KG / Cycle 1) Ruth.mwenda@lisg.ae 

Haneen Abdlqader Head of Admin haneen.abdulqader@lisg.ae 

Registrar Registrar registrar@lisg.ae 

Maha Al Ariss Accountant accounts.maha@lisg.ae 

Sara Mohamed Aldous Health & Safety Officer/ Bus Co. sara.aldous@lisg.ae 

Hessa AlAhbabi Parents Liaison hessa.alahbabi@lisg.ae 

Emily Oler IT Manager emily.oler@lisg.ae 

Nouf Al Ahbabi Social Worker K-5 nouf.alahbabi@lisg.ae 

Mahra Alkhyeli Social Worker 6-12 mahra.alkhyeli@lisg.ae 
 

mailto:Hanaa.Alsaadi@lisg.ae
mailto:Ruth.mwenda@lisg.ae
mailto:haneen.abdulqader@lisg.ae
mailto:registrar@lisg.ae
mailto:accounts.maha@lisg.ae
mailto:sara.aldous@lisg.ae
mailto:hessa.alahbabi@lisg.ae
mailto:emily.oler@lisg.ae
mailto:nouf.alahbabi@lisg.ae
mailto:mahra.alkhyeli@lisg.ae

